
Experience the games and toys your grandparents and great 
grandparents use to play with. See below for how you can 
make your own, from resources you may have at home.

Spinning Top

Spinning tops are among 
the oldest toys ever 

discovered by 
archaeologists. A clay top 

unearthed in Iraq was dated 
to 35th century BC - nearly 

six thousand years ago.
The wooden top below was 
carved circa 1300BC and 
later discovered in the 

tomb of King tut.
Use old CDs, cardboard 
circles, pencils or sticks.

One of the earliest and 
favourite games played by 

children is the cup and 
ball toy. This toy was 
popular in Europe with 

adults and children alike. 
Cups and balls came to 
England from France 
where it was called 

bilbocquet.

Cup and Ball

Use paper cups, ping pong 
balls, sticks and string.



Tutorials and templates for the activities can be found on www.pinterest.co.uk

Please supervise children at all times with scissors, glue and any other objects which 
may cause harm.

This was a scientific toy 
devised in the 19th 

century, consisting of a 
disc with a different 

picture on each of its two 
sides, these appearing to 
combine into one image 
when the disc is rapidly 

rotated. 

A pinwheel is a simple 
child's toy made of 

a wheel of paper or plastic 
curls attached at 

its axle to a stick by a pin. 
It is designed to spin when 
blown upon by a person or 
by the wind. The pinwheel 

has a long history that 
spans the globe.

Thaumatrope

Use plain paper, string 
and felt tips.

Paper Pinwheel

Jack in the Box

In the early 1500s, the first 
jack-in-the-box was made by 
a German clockmaker known 

as Claus. Claus built a 
wooden box, with metal 
edges and a handle that 

would pop out a cartoon devil 
or “Jack” after cranking the 
handle. It was built as a gift 

for a local prince's fifth 
birthday.

Use paper, a paper 
fastener and a straw. 

Use a cardboard box, 
paper and felt tips. 


