
R
o

t
h
e
r
h
a
m

 
C
r
e
a
t
iv

e
 L

e
a
r
n
in

g

Stop motion animation is a well known method of bringing any 
still objects to life in film. Simply put, an object is moved by 
small increments and an image each time a move is completed. 
When you have all your images, they are played back in 
sequence at speed, to give the illusion of movement 
(animation).
You don’t need an expensive camera, a mobile phone or tablet 
with software, such as I can animate installed (free version 
available) is all the technology you need.

Getting started

Make a background.
If you are planning to make a 2d animation using paper cutout 
characters try using a large sheet of paper for the 
background of your scenes. A2 a3 or a4 will be great but 
remember the size of your characters or objects will have to 
be made to fit the background size you are using.
If you are animating in 3d the background can be made in the 
same way but you will need to make a floor too. Make all 
other static parts to be used in the scene trees, cars, 
buildings) thin card or paper. This will allow them to be 
moved if needed using blu-tack when filming.

Coming up with ideas

Keep it really simple, a short story or something funny, try 
getting your characters to tell a joke?



Tips

Watch out for shadows, natural light from windows can 
create shadows that change as you move around your scene.

I know we have said it already but move your characters  a tiny 
amount per picture, half a centimetre at the most.

To make characters appear to move slower or faster, 
increase or decrease the amount they are moved per shot.

Keep everyones hands out of the scene when the pictures are 
being taken. These can be deleted in the app if a mistake is 
made.

Film your animation in order of scene, this makes it much 
easier to keep track of where you are in your story.

At the start of each new scene take 10 shots to create a 
pause, this will help separate scenes during playback.

Once you have mastered paper and cardboard try lego, it gives 
awesome professional results, just ask the guys that made 
the LEGO Movie!

Further information

For more ideas on how to tackle your next Animation project 
try places such as museums, galleries or watching 
professionals like Aardman Animation (Wallace and Gromit 
Creators) and how they bring their stories to life.

Animating

Download a simple stop motion app to your phone or tablet. 
here at rotherham creative we use ‘I can animate’ as it’s 
simple to use and no clutter on your screen there’s a free 
version too.

Time to start animating your characters.
Move the puppets in small amounts (no more than half a 
centimetre) before taking each picture with the app.

Audio can be added to the animation in other apps, such as 
Moviemaker or iMovie, both of which are free and simple to get 
started.


